
PDBA General Membership Meeting : November 20, 2013 !
Meeting started 5:35 and conducted by Phil Wojtowicz, vice president 
Directors in attendance Phil Wojtowicz, Robert Karazim, Kathie Henk, Tom Raymond 
Absent: Glen Konopaskie, Bob Waun, Kyle Westberg, and Peter Whittaker !
Christina Harvey, Public Health Educator, Oakland County Health Division, gave a 
detailed report on the 2013 Projects that were successful in the “Healthy Pontiac, We 
Can!” Program.  Ms. Harvey also described the 2014 projects they hope to accomplish. A 
multi-colored handout helped follow her delivery of explanations.  She can be reached by 
phone 248-858-8810 or email healthypontiac@gmail.com. !
Matthew Caffney handed out a flyer to assist in his explanation of a TimeBank program 
in Pontiac. It is a barter system of volunteer time. The handout helps identify the needs 
and skills people can use to evaluate themselves and figure out how to volunteer or draw 
from the TimeBank  Kim Hodge is the contact person for this program and can be 
contacted at 248-797-2728 or email hodgekim@sbcglobal.net or www.mitimebanks.org  
  
Blair McGowan stated that businessmen and citizens of Pontiac should attend a meeting 
about SMART bus transportation routes at St Joseph Mercy Hospital on December 7, 
2013 at 11:00 AM to help maintain Pontiac’s importance in their regional planning.  !
Dave Darbyshire stated he will be hosting an openhouse on Dec 7 as a business 
networking opportunity during the morning of the parade. !
Committee Reports: 
Promotion: 
Karen Jorgensen and Christian Marcillo handed out invitations to the PDBA Dec 18, 
2013 meeting. This will be our monthly meeting but in this holiday season it will be used 
to recognize PDBA successes and celebrate our growth and progress. The meeting will be 
held from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM  at Goldner-Walsh Nursery and Garden Showplace on 
Orchard Lake Road.  Special thanks goes to Amir Diaz who is helping with decorations, 
invitations and refreshments for this happy event.  Invitations will also go out to our city, 
county and business friends. !
Maureen Young outlined the Friday, Dec 6, 2013 Tree Lighting and Caroling event. 
Starting at 6:00 PM in front of the 50th District Courthouse will be singers from Grace 
Centers of Hope, a short program led by our president, Glen Konopaskie, will begin the 
official kickoff of the holiday season in our downtown. This will be followed by a short 
walk to the First Presbyterian Church where local school groups will carol and lead us in 
caroling.  At the end of the program the whole church audience will be invited to cookies 
and hot cocoa, donated by SAM’s Club of Waterford, in the church basement recreation 
center 
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Saturday, December 7, 2013, is the 32nd annual Holiday Extravaganza Parade, held in 
Pontiac.  It is a four city parade from Auburn Hills, Waterford, White Lake and Pontiac. 
The morning activities start at 8:30 AM include a children’s activity center at 30 North, 
petting farm, live reindeer, hay rides, ice carving, smores and hot cocoa stands. All free to 
attendees. The parade starts at 11:00 AM the OLSHA Center on Caesar Chavez and ends 
in Lot 9 on Saginaw.   
 The PDBA has promised 24 volunteers so please sign the volunteer sheet before you 
leave. !
Economic Restructing Committee 
Robert Karazim  continues to work with the city on a monthly city/PDBA meeting.  The 
city is aware of the number of lights that have been identified as burned out or 
nonfunctional. LED lights will be used as replacements.  General Motors has agreed to 
devise a plan to put up new street lights/poles on the streets around the old plants at their 
costs.  The DPW Director is Terrance King , who can be reached at 248-758-3616 and he 
is in charge of all contracts with the city.  
Snow removal in our downtown will be done when two or more inches fall.  All 
sidewalks are the responsibility of the businesses who should be using Calcium chloride 
for sidewalks to get rid of ice, not rock salt which deteriorates the cement.  
The GFI connections are the lampposts are being worked on to reactivate them. 
The city masterplan is on the city website.  
Blair McGowan asked if anyone else is in charge of contracts and Robert Karazim said 
the John Bailint and Chip Smith are also in charge of city contracts with outside vendors. !
Safety Report of Pontiac downtown continues to be a safe zone compared to other 
Oakland County cities with only 45 incidents last month.   
  
Design Committee: 
Kathie Henk, chairperson, reported that the Red Dawn movie escrow money for replacing 
trees covered only 12 trees, which were planted by Goldner Walsh.  Bob Waun is 
applying for a grant to cover the nine trees.  Santa Kathie and her elves put up the 
Christmas banners and wreaths on the downtown lightpoles.  The Design committee is 
asking businesses to please decorate their buildings for the holidays.  
A map was plotted for the beginnings of the automotive history wayside markers.  !!
Bobbie Keyes of Leadfoot Consulting asked us to think about marketing and branding 
our downtown all the way to South Boulevard.  Lighting and security are key areas for 
any city to consider for making it pedestrian friendly.   His company is looking to go to 
Homeland Security and other federal agencies and apply for grants to get cameras 
mounted in our city.  Conduit funding is being investigated whereby Pontiac and use the 
counties A1 rating for the grant requests.   He can be contacted at 248-709-4890 or 
bobby.keyes@comcast.net.  



!
Old Business: 
Ron Gay said we are in a national historic area connected to the automobile industry. 56 
wayside signs will be posted in Pontiac. 24 of them will be in our downtown district.  Our 
PDBA still has 8-10 available for purchase, at a cost of $400 per sign.  The Signs are 
weatherproofed and can be mounted on a stand or a building.  The effects of the signs are 
to create an outdoor museum about the auto industry in Pontiac, where factories built 
buses, trucks and cars. !
Robert Karazim reported that Bob Waun who heads our PDBA parking committee has 
gotten the RFP on the parking completed.  The Phoenix Plaza is still tied up in court.  !
Meeting adjourned 7:23 PM 
Minutes compiled and typed by Maureen Young  


